A serious outbreak of diphtheria is reported from Southgate, which originated in the infant schools.
New York is suffering from a strange epidemic of lockjaw. No less than 25 victims are reported during one fortnight.
The Medical Officer of Health for Spalding, in the Fen country, reports an alarming prevalence of cancer in the district, fatalities from this disease forming a percentage of 11*06 of the total deaths. An enormous quantity of had fruit has been condemned this week, a long regiment of dust-vans laden with fruit snatched, as one might say, from the furnace of the jam manufacturers, having been paraded at the Southwark Police-court for the magistrate's inspection.
A curious point was raised in regard to such fruit at the Thames Police-court. The strawberries in question had come from abroad, and having already, owing to their condition, been rejected by the customer, the inspector seized them while in the van in the street. There was plenty of evidence that they were bad, and the owner consented to their destruction. But the magistrate asked for evidence that they were "intended for the food of man" at the time they were seized. This could not be given, as they had already been rejected by the customer, and the magistrate refused the order, and also refused to grant a case. This is a complication.
Paris is to be congratulated, and in view of the great concourse of people of all nations which will next year assemble in Paris, perhaps we may say that the world is to be congratulated, on the completion of the great irrigation works for the utilisation of the sewage of Paris, and for the protection of the Seine from contamination by it. If the upper reaches of the Seine could also be protected from being fouled by the suburban districts and by the towns along its banks, and if Paris could obtain a larger and more reliable supply of drinking water than seems as yet to be available, the health conditions of the city would be still further improved. 
